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R E A C H .  E Q U I P .  S E N D .

This year, we celebrate the 40th anniversary of ministry for The GP! As we continue 
building on our 40 year LEGACY, our mission remains the same: to REACH, EQUIP and 
SEND students for the glory of God. The Gathering Place loves hearing stories about 
how the ministry has impacted generations of families - look inside to see how the 
ministry continues to impact students right here in the Golden Isles!

CELEBRATING
FORTY YEARS



The 2021 Main Events were a time to remember! 
The Gathering Place saw thousands of middle and 
high school students throughout the summer come 
together with one main purpose: to worship God and 
give Him glory. It was truly inspiring to witness God 
transform the lives of over 473 students who 

publicly responded to the Gospel messages over the course of the summer.

Our theme this year was Legacy. It is our understanding that IN CHRIST we are part of a legacy that is 
unmovable, unshakeable and unstoppable. Scan below to watch Main Event highlights

M A I N  E V E N TM A I N  E V E N T

Our 2021 college intern team consisted of 11 students, 
from six universities spanning across the east coast. This 
vibrant team learned about leadership, character, event 
planning and ministry skills as they served our community. 
Each intern played a vital part in implementing GP summer 
programs as they mentored over 100+ middle and high 
school students each week in the summer. 

GP Squad Meet Ups took place Mondays + Thursdays 
throughout the summer, where MS and HS students 
grew in faith through fun activities, mentorship, and 
community service.

C O L L E G E  I N T E R N SC O L L E G E  I N T E R N S

THE GP BOASTS A 40 YEAR 
LEGACY OF MAIN EVENTS

S Q U A D SS Q U A D S

473 STUDENTS RESPONDED 
TO THE GOSPEL!



40 Rising 11th and 12th students 
joined the GP workforce
development internship to learn 
job skills and leadership principles, 
while partnering with local business 
in the Golden Isles. Each intern also 
went through a mentorship process 
that challenged them to grow 
spiritually and walk more closely 
with Christ.

D O U L O S  I N T E R N S H I PD O U L O S  I N T E R N S H I P

SUMMER 2021SUMMER 2021SUMMER 2021

As part of their capstone retreat, the Doulos Interns + College 
Interns visited Universal Orlando, spending time together 
celebrating what God completed through summer. 

WHERE 
ARE THEY 
NOW?

We recently caught up with Bryana, Doulos Intern alum from 2013 and 2014. 
Bryana is a recent grad from Kennesaw State University and is now pursuing a 
Masters in Healthcare Administration. The GP, she says, is “a blessing in many 
ways that I cant describe” and that “Having the opportunity to partner with 
non-profit businesses and volunteer in the Brunswick Community not only built 
character, it is where I honed my skills to becoming a professional.” 

CARSON GRIFFIN
Carson Griffin is a GP Doulos alumni and 

current freshman at College of Coastal 
Georgia. Selfless, caring, hardworking, and 
committed are just a few ways to describe 

Carson. He has decided to continue pursing 
veterinary work - scan the code to the left to 
see how GP helped him find direction in his 

life and career.  

BRYANA HIGGINBOTHAM

I HAVE ABSOLUTELY LOVED THIS INTERNSHIP 
AND WOULD DO IT AGAIN WITHOUT HESITATION! 
IT HAS BEEN THE SUMMER OF A LIFETIME!
- HANNAH, GP SUMMER INTERN

“



M I N I S T R Y  C E N T E R  A N D  C A P I T A L  C A M P A I G N  U P D A T EM I N I S T R Y  C E N T E R  A N D  C A P I T A L  C A M P A I G N  U P D A T E

The footers are set, site plan work is 
near completion and as of Septem-
ber 7th, the foundation slab has been 
poured! Despite delays along the 
way, construction moves forward at a 
good pace, and we still hope to reach 
total completion by the first part of 
2022.

Our community members, along with several key founda-
tions, have stepped up generously to help fund this project. 
We thank God for his provision and if you are one of those 
sponsors, thank you!

Our campaign total has grown in the last few months due to 
covid supply-chain issues among other hurdles that inev-
itably arise in major construction. Our total campaign need 
is $3.7M - we have raised $3.2M so far towards that goal, 
praise God! Please help us get to the finish line - we’d love 
your help raising the last $500k to close out the campaign!

The Cross is the foundation of it all! 
On Tuesday, August 31st, GP staff and board members met at 
5:30am to set a steel-forged foundation cross into the foundation of 
the building as the wet concrete was being poured (contractors get an 
early start on slab pouring days!). A replica of the cross in our 
foundation will hang inside the center to remind us it all belongs to 
God!

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING UPDATE

GATHERGATHER

OPENING IN
2022.



FALL PROGRAMS
CONVERGE
For the Fall semster we have seen 60+ students 
Consistently join us for our weekly gatherings. Each 
week we are walking through a chapter of the Gospel 
of John. We are hopeful through studying the word 
each week we will see college students grow in their 
relationship with Jesus.

ANCHOR
ANCHOR is an on-campus ministry, created by our high 
school students and supported by our team. Multiple high 
school Doulos alumni have taken the initiative to start and 
lead this Christian club on their high school campuses. For 
the first time ever, Anchor will be held at both public high 
schools in Brunswick, BHS and GA. The Lord is working in 
and through and these high school leaders in mighty ways, 
furthering Anchor’s mission to equip the students with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, to worship with all students in unity, 
and to grow deeper in faith together.

707 GROUPS
Over the summer, our students had some fun with their 707 groups in different places! Some 
went surfing,  played Top Golf,  had movie nights,  enjoyed days at the beach and had dinners 
together. 

As groups have started back this school season, it has been awesome to see our leaders pour 
into our students’ spiritual development!  We are so grateful to our leaders for investing in 
students and showing them what it’s like to live life to the fullest in Christ. 

108 new students join the 707 ranks this fall! 



THANK YOU TO BOARD MEMBERS FINISHING THEIR TERMS

Thank you Zora Nobles!

Zora has faithfully served on The Gathering Place board since 2016, bringing her passion for Jesus, students 
and the Gospel. She brought a keen eye for strategy and particularly offered here vast experience in human 
resources from her professional experience in both corporate and ministry contexts. Thank you so much Zora 
for the many ways you invested in this ministry!

Thank you Joe Odachowski!

As Joe finishes his term as a Gathering Place board member, we reflect back on his many years of 
service. He’s been involved with The GP in some way for nearly 30 of our 40 years! His dynamic legal 
work was instrumental in the early days to help The GP secure our 501c3 status. Not only has he also 
helped execute complex land gifts from donors and offer strategic direction as a board member, but 
he has also poured his life into young people as a 707 leader and mentor. Thank you for your legacy of 
leadership Joe!

STUDENT
OF THE 
GAME

Each home football game for 
Glynn Academy and Bruns-
wick High, The Gathering 
Place selects a “GP Student of 
the Game” to honor students 
that have exemplified growth 
in their faith, academics, and 
character. 

WELCOME JIM WALKER!
The Gathering Place is pleased to welcome Jim Walker to the GP 
board.  Jim is President and CEO of PrimeSouth Bank and is 
enthusiastic about helping and connecting people.  He has served in 
leadership roles on various boards over the years including a 
founding board member of Hope Heals, a Christian centered 
non-profit organization which promotes joy even through the trials 
of life. He loves Jesus and lives his life with a strong foundation of 
Christ- centered values. Jim and his wife Brooke have three 
beautiful children and as a family desire to bless others towards faith 
in Jesus.



WE EXIST TO 
REACH, EQUIP 

& SEND 
STUDENTS 
FOR GODS 

GLORY!



THE GATHERING PLACE
PO BOX 772
Brunswick, Ga 31521
Return Service Requested

2021 Budget: $895,200
YTD Income: $643,000
Total 2021 Annual Fund Need: 
$252,200
Please help meet our annual fund! This year, due 
to COVID, we were unable to host the Main Event 
For Adults, a major fundraiser for the ministry. Your 
investment makes all the difference to continue 
life-changing GP programs.

Through the work of The Gathering 
Place, students encounter God and are 
changed forever!

This year celebrates the 40th anniversary of ministry for the GP.  We love hearing 
stories about how the GP has impacted generations of families right here in the Golden 
Isles.  Helping students see and savor Jesus is just as relevant today as it was 40 years 
ago.  We need your help.  Would you partner with us monthly so we can continue our 
mission to reach, equip and send students for God’s glory?  The harvest is ripe and there 
is no better time to partner with the GP than now.

In today’s student generation (Gen Z), 
only 4% of youth have a Biblical 
worldview and over 1/3 identify as 
atheist or having no faith.*
*According to Barna Research on Gen Z

Our culture increasingly distorts the truth 
when it comes to giving answers to 
students’ hard questions about God, life 
and relationships.  This, compounded by 
extreme digital media consumption and a 
global pandemic has left our youth more 
anxious and more disconnected than ever.

They are falling prey to the traps of the 
enemy, but it is time we reach them before 

they need to be rescued. Text “Partner Now” to (888) 364-4483

Give online at thegp.org/give 

PO BOX 772 Brunswick, GA 31521

Through The Gathering Place APP by 
downloading from Apple or Google Play store. 

“My favorite thing about 707 is that I get to come together 
on a weekly basis with all my friends, and it reminds me 
that loving God is nothing to be ashamed of.” 

“The GP’s Doulos Internship  set me in motion to working 
my dream job . I’ve learned to have an appreciation for how 
God is leading me.”

“Before the Doulos Internship I didn’t think I would be fit to 
work in an office environment, but now I know I have the 
skills and abilities to do it.”

“One of the things that touched my heart was how 
Converge taught me to read my bible and become aware of 
what God has done for me.”

Scan to watch the stories of these 
students whose lives have been 

impacted by the GP.

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
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