
Raleigh Kitchen and Marcie Kicklighter 
currently co-lead a 707 group of 13 

ladies in 
the 10th 
grade. What 
is really 
awesome is 
that Raleigh 
and Marcie 
were in a 
707 group 
together as 
teenagers 
themselves 
in 2001-

2008 and were mentored by Elizabeth 
Daniel, Judy Wood and Sandy Nyenhuis! 

In their younger years, they would have 
never guessed how God would continue 
to use the 707 program in their lives.

Their current 707 group has definitely 
celebrated many highs and lows 
together including some of life’s biggest 
celebrations and challenges. Raleigh and 
Marcie invited their 707 girls to be part 
of their weddings! Then, when Raleigh’s 
mom Sandy passed away in 2019, 
Marcie and these 707 ladies were there 
to support Raleigh every step of the way.

And now, this group is growing even 
more! Raleigh and Marcie are both 
expecting their first babies this winter! 
These 10th grade girls celebrated their 
leaders by hosting a baby shower and 

displayed how much they are learning 
when the teen girls surrounded their 
adult leaders and prayed over these 
babies!

What started as two teens learning 
and growing in 2001 has turned into a 
fellowship transformed and nurtured 
in Christ. Raleigh and Marcie now 
challenge their 707 girls that after they 
graduate college, it’ll be their turn to 
move back to Glynn County and lead 
their own 707 group!

This is what The Gathering Place is 
all about. Generations of teenagers 
learning and growing in Jesus to 
multiply the Gospel into our community!

THE GATHERING PLACE 
W I N T E R  2 0 2 0

The Gathering Place exists to

www.thegp.org @GPHQ

707 MENTOR GROUPS REACHING GENERATIONS

EQUIP  students to be effective leaders SEND  students to impact their communities and world

REACH  students with the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Raleigh Kitchen wedding, 2018Marcie Kicklighter wedding, 2019



707 MISSIONS OF 
THE MONTH

We are so thankful for our 707 
students who brought in donated 
items each month to support other 
non-profits in our community! Non-
profits our 707 groups supported:

Blessings in a Backpack
Sparrow’s Nest
International Seafarers Center
Hope 1312 Collective 
The Well
Confidence Closet
Faithworks
Manna House
Communities in Schools
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707 ADVENTURE DAY

The Gathering Place hosted our first ever 707 Adventure Day! 50 GP students 
from different 707 groups gathered Wednesday November 11th at Epworth 
for a time of team building and fun on the high ropes course! Some highlights 
included a 200-yard zip line and 50-foot tight rope walk from 40 feet in the 
air!  GP staff weaved devotions and key leadership lessons into the day of  
fun activities focusing on four topics: Courage, Teamwork, Thankfulness,  
and Kindness.



PLANNED MINISTRY CENTER–CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

When we first debuted the vision for a 
Gathering Place ministry center in March 2020, 
we were so blessed by the many individuals 
who stepped up immediately and committed 
to propel our mission forward! We’re excited to 
share several updates on our capital project for 
the Gather Ministry Center.

We are happy to report we now have more 
momentum than ever on our project, with 
some exciting major changes to our plans. 

BUILDING OWNERSHIP!— Recently, our board voted unanimously to pivot our 
capital campaign to building ownership and the construction of our own permanent 
center—Gather Thrift & Cafe! Our site plan has been approved by Glynn County and 
we hope to break ground in early 2021.

The Perfect New Location— We are currently under contract for the purchase of 
2.44 acres on Altama, land that borders Brunswick High School and is situated across 
the street from the main gate of the College of Coastal Georgia! This is literally the 
hub for our local student 
population. How could that 
happen? Only God! 

We are so excited about 
what God is developing 
for the Gathering Place 
ministry! To see full details 
on the revised capital 
campaign, vision, budget, 
and location, visit  
www.TheGP.org/gather 

GP BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Thank you Mary Jenrette!
We are so grateful for the long time 
dedication and service of Mary 
on our Gathering Place board of 
directors. She has rolled off our 
board after completing two terms 
and serving since 2015. She is still at 
bat serving our community however, 
as the new chair at United Way. 
Thank you so much Mary!

Welcome New GP Board Member, 
Dr. Damon Brantely!
The Gathering Places welcomes our 
newest board member, Dr. Damon 
Brantley.  Dr. Brantley is a General 
Surgery Specialist for the Southeast 
Georgia Health System.  For several 
years, he has partnered with the 
Gathering Place as a worksite for 
the GP workforce development 
program where he helped students 
learn job and leadership skills for 
their future.  We are so excited to 
have Dr. Brantley as part of the GP 
team.



DOULOS WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 
INTERNSHIP 
Celebrating 10 Professions of Faith!

This past summer, GP offered another 
life-changing Doulos program, our 
workforce development internship. With 
40 students, 20 business partners gave 
our interns real-life work experience 
this summer. Of those 40 students, we 
are celebrating that 10 students made 
professions of faith for the first time and 
28 recommitted their faith in Christ! 
Wahoo!

One of the ways we know the program 
works is when businesses retain their 
intern as year-round employees. Not 
only is this the case for several of our 
business partners, but one even asked 
us to train all their new employees on 
leadership. This is a result of the impact 
the Doulos program has had on their 
participating students. Our interns went 
through an exciting slate of instruction 
(in person and online) on a wide 
range of topics—including basic Bible 
knowledge, understanding basic finance, 
interpersonal skills and workforce soft 
skills, among others—taught by the 
GP staff and college interns. We are 
so excited about the opportunity to 
continue growing this program, which 
boasts a 100% high school graduation 
rate among our alumni!

A HUGE thank you to the Clare 
Foundation for fully funding this vital 
program!

THE GP COLLEGE 
INTERN APPLICATION 
IS NOW LIVE FOR THE 
SUMMER OF 2021

Each Summer, The GP accepts 12-14 
college interns for a Summer experience 
packed with learning, ministry, fun and 
growth. This is a paid internship from 
May 26th – July 30th where students 
can learn leadership skills that will serve 
them in whatever career they pursue. 
Help us spread the word! Application 
now live at: TheGP.org/ci

COLLEGE INTERNSHIP 2020 
Building and Sending Leaders

The 2020 Summer College Intern team, consisting of 13 students from 
colleges throughout the south east, did a tremendous job as they planned 
and implemented programs for high school students throughout the 
summer.  Although the internship looked different than in past years due 
to COVID, these students rose to the challenge to find innovative, safe and 
fruitful ways to share the good news of Jesus.

MAIN EVENTS 2020  A Summer of Digital Livestreams

This past summer was like no other for GP Main Events. However, in the 
midst of challenges from the global pandemic, The Gathering Place found 
a new and safe way for students to gather in community to watch “The 
Main Event Live” through Watch Parties. We took the Gospel straight to the 
living rooms of students. At a Watch Party, friends and families would join 
together in small groups at a house, church, or outdoors to watch The Main 
Event Live. Each week our college intern team would stream the Main Events 
from a live studio and broadcast on YouTube, Facebook and our website. 
Field correspondents even crashed watch parties with surprise visits  
to deliver pizza or host epic games which were featured live during  
the Main Event!



SUPPORT THE GP WITH 
A YEAR END GIFT

FINANCIAL SNAPHOT
2020 Budget: 

$809,000
Total Income YTD: 

$721,000
Shortfall:  

$88,000
Please help us meet our year end goal 
- we cannot do ministry without your 
support!

You can easily give with a few clicks on 
The GP app, our website (TheGP.org) 
or with the enclosed envelope. Many 
donors choose to support with monthly 
gifts of $35, $50 or $100. Join our ranks 
of financial backers today!

CONVERGE COLLEGE MINISTRY 
Serving Our Growing College Student Population 
By Wayne Farley Jr.

This semester, Converge converted our weekly Monday night outreach event 
to an outdoor venue following school Covid protocol, but also innovated to 
livestream our events! We were one of the only clubs on campus to have a 
virtual option every week and saw great impact, with over 400 students logging 
in to watch our services throughout the semester…and the whole thing was 
produced by college students!

On every fourth Monday, we also partner with other campus ministries to 
collectively host The Landing, a large gathering of college students ready to 
worship! God continues to use this ministry to Reach, Equip and Send college 
students!

Left— The Yard – College students gather at our 
Converge houses for worship, movies, games, and 
food. These events help reach students that our 
normal ministry on campus would reach.

Above— Converge leaders gather for a beach 
baptism. Our leadership team is the driving force 
for our Converge ministry. This semester we have 
20 College Students on the team. As we gather 
each Sunday nights to eat, pray, plan and have fun, 
we have seen this group grow in their leadership 
and faith. These young leaders have learned how to 
take skills like producing an online event and use it 
for the glory of God to reach their peers.

WELCOMING OUR NEW 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
OF CAMPUS MINISTRY

We are so excited to welcome Hudson 
Hedgecoth as the newest member to 
The Gathering Place team! Hudson 
served as head intern for our 2018 
College Internship team, and now 
serves full-time on our staff as the 
Associate Director of Campus Ministries 
where he serves local Jr. High and High 
School students. Hudson is passionate 
about seeing the next generation of 
students know their savior Christ Jesus 
as their greatest treasure.  Please join 
us in welcoming Hudson. Reach him 
here: hudson@thegp.org.
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THE GP APP!

The Gathering Place app 
is finally here! Download 
to discover tools like 
daily devotionals, reading 
plans, bible studies, 707 
curriculum and videos to 
strengthen your walk with 
the Lord. The GP app can 
be downloaded in the App 
Store and Google Play.


